








Q .  And if you would, explain to the Court briefly what 

type of disabilities that she suffers from. 

A. Okay. She was born with Down's syndrome, D-o-w-n 

syndrome. And she as a result of that, had a congenital . . 
heart defect and then had to have open heart surgery when 

she was two and a half years old. She sustained a 

postoperative encephalopathy. It's basically she had a 

hypoxic event, enough oxygen didn't get to her brain, so 

she sustained additional disabilities from the 

postoperative complications. 

Q. As a result of Ashley's disabilities, have you and 

Dr. Voss been appointed by the District Court of Tulsa 

County as co-guardians of Ashley? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And is the appointment reflected in the Letters of 

Guardianship that were filed with the District Court of 

Tulsa County on April 14 of 2004? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have the Letters of Guardianship been modified or 

revoked in any manner? 

A. No, they have not. 

Q. Miss Voss, I'm an attorney for Independent School 

District Number 5 ,  Tulsa County, which is the Jenks Public 

Schools. And do you understand that we're here today to 

have the Court approve a settlement of a claim that you . . 
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and your husband have brought on Ashley's behalf against 

the Jenks School District? . .  

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you understand that you're the named plaintiff in 

this lawsuit? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you represented by an attorney? 

A. Yes, we are. 

Q. And is that Mr. Ingle, who is here? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you had an opportunity to discuss with Mr. Ingle 

the proceedings here today? 

A. Yes, we have. 

Q. And have you had an opportunity to consult with Mr. 

Ingle regarding all the documents that you've signed in 

this case, including the Release, which is attached to the 

Joint Application to Settle the Claims of an Incapacitated 

Person? 

A. Yes, we have. 

Q. And does your signature on the Release reflect that 

you understand the Release? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And does your signature on any of the documents 

reflect your understanding of the documents? 

A. Our understanding of all, yes. 
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Q. Ma'am, are you under the influence of any type of 

substance today that would affect your thinking? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you ever been adjudged incompetent, insane, or 

had a guardian appointed for you by a court of law? 

A. No, I have not. 

Q. Mrs. Voss, you understand that the lawsuit that you 

filed against Independent School District Number 5 of 

Tulsa County alleges that your daughter, Ashley, sustained 

personal injuries as a result of exposure to pollutants at 

Jenks School District in or about April of 2004? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you briefly describe what injuries you believe 

Ashley suffered? 

A. The injuries we're aware of are respiratory problems 

from probably the particulate exposure, damage to her 
. . 

lungs, and a rash on her face that. we still are not to the 

bottom of yet of what the rash is from, but it came up 

just within four or five days of the exposure and she 

still has it. It's been over a year. 

Q. Has Ashley received medical treatment for her 

in juries? 

A. Yes, she has,. 

Q. Is she still undergoing medical treatment for her 

injuries today? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Do you understand that you have agreed to settle any 

claims known and unknown for any claims you and Ashley may 

have against Jenks Schools for $50,000? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you understand that this money will be used by you 

as Ashley's guardian for the care and well-being of 

Ashley? 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you discussed this settlement with Ashley? 

A. It's not possible to do that, unfortunately. 

Q. Do you realize that you don't have to settle this 

case? . . 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you realize that you could proceed to have a judge 

and jury hear the evidence and make a decision regarding 

the claim for damages alleged in the petition, and you 

might get more or you might get less or you might get the 

same amount? 

A. We realize that, yes. , 

Q. Do you understand that by settling you give up the 

right to have a judge and a jury hear the case and decide 

what damages you and Ashley should receive? * 

A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you wish to proceed, knowing all these things? 
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